~

-~

--

-

-

--

rFte

~

.

-

~

- -

~

-

-

-

·.

~

·--

-

.

-

-

-

~

-

-

-- ......·,

Marian Library
Newsfetter

No. 18 (New Series)
In memory of
jessica Powers
and
Sr. Mary jean Dorey
with gratitude

Winter 1989

Advent:
In Mary-Darkness
I live my Advent in the womb of Mary
And on one night when a great star swings free
From its high mooring and walks down the sky
To be the dot above the Cbristus i,
I shall be born of her by blessed grace.
I wait in Mary-darkness, faith's walled place,
With hope's expectance of nativity.
I knew for long she carried me and fed me,
Guarded and loved me, though I could not see,
But only now, with inward jubilee,
I come upon earth's most amazing knowledge:
Someone is bidden in this dark with me.
First published Commonweal December 17, 1948

Sr. MaryJean Dorey, O.P., 1914-1988. Artist and author;
her silhouettes appeared in many publications. Sister's last published
book, Spring Comes to tbe HiU Country, is availablefrom the Dominican Sisters Motherhouse, 23120 Wbodway Park Rd., Edmonds, WA
98020. 116.95.

Jessica Powers, 1905-1988. For forty-seven years she lived as
Sister Miriam of the Holy Spirit in the Carmel of the Mother of God.
She wrote books ofpoetry- her last, Tbe House at Rest (available
from Carmel of the Mother of-God, Pewaukee, W1 53072). Sheed and
Ward will soon publish Selected Poetry ofjessica Powers.

The Congregation for Catholic Education on Marian Studies
A letter from the Congregation for Catholic Education
urges greater attention to Marian studies in seminaries and
theological faculties. Dated May 25, 1988, and signed by
Cardinal William Baum, the letter is addressed to bishops,
seminary rectors, and presidents of theological faculties.

The letter states that because the Virgin Mary is an
"essential datum of the faith and of the life of the Church;'
knowledge, research, and devotion are essential components of intellectual and spiritual formation.

u

The history of theology shows
that an understanding of the my stery of the Virgin
contributes to a more profound understanding
of the mystery of Christ,
of the Church and of the vocation of men
and women."
from The Congregation for Catholic Education
Tbe VIrgin Mary In Intellectu al and Spiritual Formation

An integral part of the theological curriculum should
be a complete study of the Virgin Mary, based on Scripture, church history, and the magisterium, the congregation says. Use of the anthropological sciences to relate
Marian values to contemporary issues is suggested, as is
research on the relation between the Marian dogmas and
other theological truths. Advanced theological studies,
. with specialization in Mariology, are encouraged; two

centers for these studies are specifically mentioned: the
Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum (Rome) and the
International Marian Research Institute (Dayton).
The congregation recommends the development of a
sound Marian spirituality as part of religious formation.
Based on a complete and exact knowledge, such a spirituality nourishes love that fosters devotion and commitment to Christ and the work of evangelization .

Left: Dr. Scbraut examining volumes of Sources Cbretlennes

Rlgbt: Bookplate inserted in Vasey patristic collection.

Patristic Texts Donated in Memory of Father Vasey
A major collection of the writings of the Fathers of
the Church-Sources Cbr'etiennes-has been added to
The Marian Library collection. The acquisition was made
possible through a donation by Dr. Kenneth C. Schraut
in memory of Father Vincent R. Vasey, S.M.
Father Vasey was professor at the University of Dayton
School of Law and at the International Marian Research

Institute and had an abiding interest in early Christian
literature. He earned a doctorate in patristics from the
Augustinianum (Rome), while serving as a procurator of
the Society of Mary, 1966-1974. His writings on the Fathers
include Tbe Social Ideas in tbe Works of St. Ambrose: A
Study of De Nabutbe (Studia Ephemeridis 'i\ugustinianum," no. 17, 1982) and "Chromatius of Aquileia, Marian

Sources Cbretiennes is a collection of 340 volumes of
texts from the ftrst centuries of Christianity with study
guides, notes, indices, and translations (French). Included
are the works of Greek, Latin, By:zantine and Eastern
writers, together with monastic and para-Christian texts.
The publication began in 1942 under the direction of
two Jesuits (both of whom were later appointed to the
College of Cardinals), Jean Danielou and Henri de Lubac.

Ecclesiologist" (Marian Library Studies, vol. 10, 1975).
Dr. Schraut, professor and former chairman of the
University of Dayton department of mathematics, was
a long-time friend of Father Vasey. When Dr. Schraut
received the Lackner Award in 1987, he directed that
the stipend from the award be given to The Marian
Library for the purchase of patristic texts as a memorial
tribute to Father Vasey.

• • • • '• • • • •
Another recent acquisition is the ftrst 17 volumes of
Tbeologiscbe Realenzyklopadie (eventually 30 volumes).
This theological reference work, begun in 1976 but related
_ to the classic Realencylopadie filr protestantiscbe Tbeologie und Kircbe begun by Adolph Harnack in 1900, is
noted for its comprehensiveness and ecumenical orientation. The purchase of this reference work was made
possible through a gift from the Swiss and the Austrian
provinces of the Society of Mary.

Father Roten Wins
First
-

•••••••••
The Franciscan Friars of Pulaski, Wisconsin (Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province), recently contributed about 2,500 Marian books printed in Europe,
many from Poland.

~Pro

The Rev. Johann G. Roten, S.M., director of the
Pontifical International Marian Research Institute at the
University of Dayton, has been named the first recipient
of the "Pro Ancilla Domini" award.
The award is granted by the Roman Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum and is made possible by
funds provided by Canon Rene Laurentin. It is granted
for research or study in theology with specialization
in Marian studies.
Father Roten was recognized for his study of the

Ancilla Domini,, Award

development of Marian devotion in the Alpine regions
of Switzerland, and especially for his doctoral dissertation on the theological anthropology of Hans Urs von
Balthasar ("Im Zeichen der Ellipse. Ein Beitrag zur theologische Anthropologie Hans Urs von Balthasars, unter
besonderer Beriicksichtigung seines Marianischen Denkens;'
1987). In his study, Father Roten placed special emphasis
on Mary's place in von Balthasar's writings. Von Balthasar said Father Roten's work "could not have been more
thorough and comprehensive."

IMRI Degrees Conferred
Recently, the following degrees in sacred theology, with
specialization in Marian studies, were awareded by the
International Marian Research Institute. ·
On July 18, 1988, the Rev. Paul Duggan (Archdiocese of
San Francisco) received the doctorate in sacred theology
by successfully defending his dissertation, ''The Assumption Dogma: Some Reactions and Ecumenical Implications
in the Thought of English-Speaking Theologians:' The
director of the dissertation was the Rev. Theodore Koehler,
S.M., and hte examiners were Rev. Eamon R. Carroll, 0 .

Carm., Rev. Matthew Kohmescher, S.M., and Rev. Luigi
Gambero, S.M.
Sr. Rosemarie Greco (Congregation of the Daughters of
Wisdom, Islip, NY) received the licentiate in sacred theology for her study, ."Mary and the Laity: Thmsitions and
Perspectives in their Roles and Mutual Relations (1952-1987):'
The Rev. Robert
Garafalo (Diocese of Orlando) also
received the licentiate in sacred theology for his work, ·~
Study of Bernard Lonergan's Notion of Conversion and Its
Implications for Contemporary Marian Theology.''
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To love you, Father, is to live and sing
the songs the angels sing their King.
God alone in every cell of me!
God alone! For all eternity!''
St. Louis Marie de Montfort

GOD AWNE: THE COLLECTED
WRITINGS OF ST. WUIS MARIE
DE MONTFORT. Montfort Publications, 1987. $25.00.
God Alone is the translation of
writings of St. Louis Marie de Montfort (1673-1716), known to many
primarily for his classic work on
devotion to Mary. The collection
includes letters, the principal works"The Love of Eternal Wisdom," "The
Secret of Mary;' "'frue Devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary'!.._sermons,
rules for the two religious congregations he founded, and a sampling of
the one hundred and sixty-three
hymns he composed.
God Alone is a well-chosen title:
that all spirituality is ultimately Godcentered recurs frequently in these
pages. In "'frue Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary," St. Louis insists several

times that "the purpose of devotion
to Mary is to give glory to God."
Mary, to whom we are dedicated,
works only and always for God's
glory. "You never praise or honor
Mary without Mary joining you in
praising and honoring God. Mary is
entirely relative to God."
Throughout these pages, one
senses the ardor of the preacher to
the poor, the fire of the mystic, the
heroism of the truly holy person.
"Light and unction;' he writes, "are
the first requirements for perfection,
for without these, others will never
be attracted to the love of Wisdom."
The cross requires more than resignation: to climb Mount Calvary, a person must be "courageous, heroic, and
resolute." Summaries and paraphrases
of the Scripture abound: "If you have
trials and affliction, if you suffer
much persecution for justice's sake, if
you are treated as the refuse of the
world, be comforted, rejoice, be glad,
and dance for joy because the cross
you carry is a gift so precious as to
arouse the envy of the saints in
heaven, were they capable of envy:'
This volume of St. Louis' writings
enables us to see the place Mary
holds within his total spiritual perspective. His Marian writings have a
rare intensity, but they are only part
of a larger panorama. The Marian
dimensions of St. Louis' thought are
well integrated into his foundational
themes of God's glory, eternal wisdom,
and the cross. A listing of sermon
titles for his Lenten missions reveals

that only four out of seventy-six sermons are on specifically Marian topics.
Published during the Marian Year
and on the fortieth anniversary of the
saint's canonization, this book has
explanatory notes, an index of subjects, and an index of biblical references. Attractively printed and bound,
this book belongs in every library of
spirituality and Marian devotion. It
would also be a fme gift for a significant occasion in anyone's life.

THE SACRED MEMORY OF
MARY. Walter Brennan, O.S.M.
Paulist Press, 1988. S5.95.

The Church holds in reverence the
memory of "the glorious ever Virgin
Mary, Mother of God and of our Lord
Jesus Christ" (Lumen gentium 55 and
the First Eucharistic Prayer). Father
Walter Brennan's book explores what
is meant by the Church's "memory
of Mary;' how one becomes acquainted with the Church's memory,
and what the Church's memory
accomplishes today.
The sacred memory of any religious group focuses on beginnings,
for a group finds meaning and purpose in the story of its origins. Mary
is in the Church's memory of its origins; she is part of the story of Jesus
and the divine plan of salvation.
_ Recovering the authentic memory
of the Church involves a threestep
process: 1) critique-determining
who are the authentic witnesses of
the memory; 2) hermeneuticdiscerning the original meaning of
the events; 3) anamnesis-entering
into a prayerful encounter with this
living memory. Just as members of a
family assist each other in retrieving
their history, so the church's memory
comes together from witnesses and
documents, from reflection on the
meaning of important persons and
events of the past.
Those who minimize Mary's role
because of the relatively few "historical references" to her in the earliest
literature fail to see the significance of
the events in which she is present.
The meaning of sacred history lies
not in recital of events alone, but in
the significance which contemporaries gave to events and the
symbols they use to describe their
meaning. Father Brennan's reading of
the Gospels and the early Christian
literature is that the moments Mary
appears in the Gospel (the birth of
Jesus, Cana, the crucifixion, Pentecost) and the symbols which represent
her (the meeting of the two testaments,
the New Eve, the Mary-Church relation) indicate the extent to which
Mary is part of deep currents of
the Gospel.
Father Brennan brings to this work
not only the knowledge of a Scripture scholar and historian of early
Christian literature, but also his interest
in hermeneutics, symbolism, literary
theory, and aesthetics. This fine
blending of biblical and historical

insight with contemporary analysis
illustrates that Mary, present at the
Church's origins, continues to be
present in its sacred memory.

Tbe Cburcb's memory ofMary will
bave to be lived and treasured in
sucb a way tbat it is not reduced
to tbe logctal concepts and propositions ofa dry theology divorced
from tbe life and liturgy oftbe
wbole people ofGod. I twill always
bave to be part oftbe proclamation oftbe story ofJesus, tbe Lord
wbo revealed in btsjlesb tbe loving
plan ofGod for all people.
-Fr. Walter Brennan
Tbe Sacred Memory of Mary

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MARY by
Agnes Cunningham, S.S.C.M.,
S.T.D. Thomas More Press,

1988. $9.95.
This book was written for those
seeking a Marian theology and devotion which is in some way related to
their experience and lives. The plan
of each chapter of this book offers a
fme lesson in theological presentation. The author first describes a
human experience ("Image"}, then
reflects upon its meaning ("Message"),
consults the tradition of the Church

("Teaching"), and finally suggests an
interpretation for today's believer
("Significance").
"Image" is the story of an apparition, symbol, or work of art that has
had universal appeal. Examples are
the experience of Juan Diego and the
account to his bishop about the woman
who wanted to be known as "Virgin,
Mother of God, Mother of all Peopte;' and the history of the icon of
Our Lady of Vladimir, which became
a nation's sacred treasure.
"Message" is a description of the
effect the image has had on the lives
of people. The Lady of Guadalupe's
complete identification with the
Mexican people achieved their conversion, something missionaries alone
never could have done. Or, in the
light entwinement of the fmgers of
the woman and young son in the
statue at the Liverpool Cathedral,
we sense the feeling of the mother
undecided whether to push the child
forward (for mission) or to hold him
back (for the right moment).
"Teaching" is a statement of the
Church's belief about Mary, drawn
from witnesses of the Christian tradition, the liturgy, the councils, and
papal documents. Here, the testimonies range from the earliest Marian
prayers to the writings of Paul VI and
John Paul II.
"Significance" suggests what the
message developed in "Image,"
"Meaning," and "Teaching" may be
for today's believer. For example, the
suffering of the Pieta refuses to let us
escape the harsh phenomenon of
suffering today. The dogma of the
Assumption evokes a hope that
sustains us through the darkest
experiences of life.
This is a book of rare sensitivity:
Sister Cunningham has listened both
to the teachers of Christian spirituality and to youth and feminists who
struggle with past interpretations of
images. The book is filled with hope:
the image of Mary, interpreted anew
for each age, continues to attract and
motivate.
Thomas A. Thompson, S.M .

In the definition and promulg a tion of the Marian dogmas, the
Church urges us to recognize
that the graces g ranted to Mary
are, in the last analysis, affirmations aboutjesus Christ and his
saving work. Tbey also speak to
us about God's loving will for the
whole Church and the holiness to
which all of us are called.
-Sr. Agnes Cunningham

Tbe Significance ofMary

THE FAMILY ROSARY CRUSADEHANDBOOK: GUIDELINES FOR
DIOCESANSPONSORED FAMILY
ROSARY CRUSADES. The Family
Rosary, Inc., 1987.
The Family Rosary, Inc. has recently
published The Family Rosary CrusadeHandbook, by Father Patrick Peyton,
C.S.C., the story ofthe Family Rosary
Crusade begun by Father Peyton fortyfive years ago. By a happy coincidence,
the forty-fifth anniversary of the Family
Rosary Crusade occurred during the
Marian Year.
Sister Mary J. Buckley, R.S.M., executive director ofthc Family Rosary, Inc.,
calls the book "Father Peyton's legacy
to us." I believe this is so not only
because it represents the fruits o f a life
spent propa~atin~ the rosary, .b ut also
because it is the most highly recommended book that I know of. Besides
the usual approbations, it is highly

recommended by Luigi Cardinal
Dadaglio, presiden t of the Central
Committee for the Marian Year, and
seven other cardinals as well as a host
of archb ishops and bishops.
Essentially, the book is a "how-to"
guide, since it is the fruit of F~ther
Peyton's experiences and tells step by
step how to conduct a Family Rosary
Crusade. However, there are many
other features not in the "how-to"
category that should endear it to
many readers.
The first part, "Organization," is most
important since it details how to organize
a Family Rosary Crusade, and even
provides a sample letter that any bishop
might send to all his people to encourage
such a crusade. After "Organization"
comes "The Exegesis: The Mysteries
of the Rosary in the Light of Scripture;' followed by selections called
"Sources;· from various important theologians, including Pope john Paul I;
Cardinals Herrera and de Lubac, S.J.;
Monsignor Gerard Philips; and Professor Karl Rahner, S.J. Included is one of
our most beloved modern spiritual
writers, Father Basil Pennington,
O.C.S.O. There is also a selection by a
Protestant member of the Ecumenical
Society of Our Lady in England, entitled "The Rosary-a Representative
Image of Reality." The section concludes with Father Peyton's own testimony to the Family Rosary followed
by "Model Prayers of the Faithful."
The book's fourth section, "Teachers'
Sources;' includes a message to teachers
from Father Peyton, suggested classroom
projects, a sample essay assignment,
and two examples of essays by children in the seventh and eighth grades.
The appendix should not be overlooked. It gives samples of all the materials used in the book and includes
remarks about the libraries of Family
Rosary, Inc. and Family Theater, Inc.
William ]. Cole, S.M.

. . . Mary is for all Christians a unique
witness to the blend o f gentleness and
firmness that marks a truly free person, as well as to the strength of faith
that p laces oneself confidently in the

hands of a loving though mysterious
God. Partners in the Mystery of
Redemp tion (U.S. Bishops, first draft
of pastoral letter).

Mary reminds us that the world is our
mission. Like Mary, we hold in ourselves
and in our prayer the needs of our time.
We embrace "the joy and hope, the
grief and anguish of human beings of
our time, especially of those who are
poor or afflicted in any way." Bishop
James A. Griffm, Mary: Handmaid of

the Lord and Mother of the Church: A
Pastoral Letter for the Marian Year.

Books Received
Hans Urs von Balthasar. Maryfor 1bday.
Ignatius, 1987.
Joan Chittester, O.S.B. Mary, Wellspring

of Peace: Contemporary Novena for
Peacemakers. Pax Christi USA, 1987.
Ruth Cranston. The Miracle of Lourdes
(updated and expanded edition).
Doubleday, 1988.

s

John P. Kleinz. The Who Who of

Hea ven: Saints for All Seasons.
Christian Classics, 1987.
William F. Maestri. MatJ!, Model of
justice: Reflections on Magnificat.
Alba House, 1987.
Isaias Powers, C.P. Quiet Places with
Mary: 3 7 "Guided Imagery" Meditations. 1\venty:r'hird Publications, 1986.

1988 Friends of the Marian Library
The Marian Library
and
the International Marian Research Institute
gratefully acknowledge all who have
made contributions to our work in the past year
BENEFACTORS

Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Bro. Joseph A. Barrish, S.M.
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Binder
Rev. Msgr. Martin Cavanan
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Clemans
Bro. Francis A. Deibel, S.M.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph DePaso
Rev. Paul E. Duggan
Rev. David Fleming, S.M.
Bro. Eugene C. Friederichs, S.M.
Rev. John P. Harrington, S.M.

Bro. Donald]. Hebeler, S.M.
Rev. Robert]. Hoeper, S.M.
Mr. Ilko Homziak
Mrs. Dorothy Lackner
Marianists of the University of Dayton
Bro. Jerome A. McAvoy, S.M.
Bro. Robert Metzger, S.M.
Mrs. Rosalind G. Monnin
Mrs. Helen Nykolyshyn
Mrs. Anna Potopnyk
Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Ross

St. Matthias Church, Forest Park,
Cincinnati, Ohio
Most Rev. Stephan Salyk
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth C. Schraut
Bro. Francis J. Schroepfer, S.M.
Mr. Donald G. Schweller
Ms. Margaret Smart
Rev. Bernard C. Stueve, S.M.
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Sutton
Ukrainian Catholic Diocese of
St. Josaphat in Parma

PATRONS

Association of Blahovishchennia
Dr. Stepaniia Baranovska
Mr. Mykola Baryckyj
Mrs. Stefania Bernadyn
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Britt
Sr. Mary Cabrini
Dr. William A. Christian, Jr.
Mrs. Mariia Dziadyk
Mr. & Mrs. Marian Gravur
Ms. Rosella A. Honekamp
Mr. Ihor Humeniuk
Dr. Mary Jo Huth
Mrs. Virginia Sucher Kavanaugh

Ms. Anna Korenec
Mrs. Ol'ha Kozak
Legion of Mary Immaculate Heart
of Mary Praesidium
Mr. Volodymyr Makar
Marian Sodality-Kerhonkson
Marian SodalitySt. John Church
Miss Ruth Ohmer
Mrs. Ivanna Parachoniak
Mrs. Maria Petryshyn
Mr. Ed Read
Mr. Lewis Richter

St. Sophia Religious Assoc. of
Ukrainian Catholics
Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal
Credit Union
Dr. Roman Smyk
Ms. Frances L. Sucher
Mrs. Mariia Tymiak
Ukrainian Mutual Benefit Assoc.
of Canada
Mrs. Prisia Wytwycka
Bro. Bernard F. Zalewski, S.M.
Rev. Joseph Zeinz, S.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Zeleznik

SUPPORTING MEMBERS

Dr. April Oursler Armstrong
Mrs. Volodymyra Brykovycz
Mrs. Lidiia Burachynska
Rev. Harry E. Cenefeldt
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Debaylo
Mrs. Ol'ha Demchuk
Mr. & Mrs. Bohdan Deychakivski
Mr. & Mrs. Andril Fylypovych
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Garrity
Mr. William C. Gay
Mr. & Mrs. Stepan Grobelski
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Hogan
Mr. & Mrs. Volodmyr Hrynkiv
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Y. Iwanchuk
Mr. & Mrs. Vasyl' & Natalie Kachmar
Mrs. Maria Kaniuka
Ms. Irena Klos
Mrs. Paulyna Klym
Mrs. Anna Kobylecka
Mr. & Mrs. Orest Koltuniuk

Mr. Ivan Korda
Mr. Stefan]. Kraus
Ms. Melaniia Kryokulska
Mrs. Howard Kullen
Ms. Nadia Kuzma
Mr. & Mrs. Liubomyr Lampika
Mr. & Mrs. Roman Levyckyi
Ms. Ol'ha Lukomska
Mr. Constantine Macilynskyi
Ms. Ivanna Maczaj
Marian Sodality Pokrova Presv.
Bohorodytsi/Church of PPB
Sr. Miriam, O.P.
Dr. & Mrs. Leonid Mostovych
Mr. & Mrs. Myroslav Mychkovskyi
Mr. Volodymyr Oharenko
Mr. & Mrs. Roman Osinchuk
Ms. Marie Palidwor
Rev. James Parker
Rev. Atanasii Pekar

Mrs. Halia Pushkar
Mrs. Tatianna Rabij
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Reamy
Mr. & Mrs. Bohdan Robak
Rochester Ukrainian Federal
Credit Union
Mrs. Stefaniia Savchyn
Mrs. Liuba Shuliakevych
Mr. & Mrs. Oleh Sklepkovych
Mrs. Halyna Skorecka, DDC
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Iaroslav Sochockyi
Mrs. Myra Stachiv
Ms. Irena 1\rerdochlib
Mr. & Mrs. Zenon Wasylkewycz
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Westendorf
Mr. Volo dymyr Wynnyckyi
Dr. & Mrs. Zenon Zyznomyrski

1989 Friends of
The Marian Library
Through their assistance, the Friends of The Marian Library
help us
-To acquire all books and publications on the Blessed Virgin
Mary (our collection is recognized as the world's largest), and
-to promote the study of the Blessed Virgin Mary through the
International Marian Research Institute (IMRI) and the publication of Marian Library Studies.
The names of patrons and benefactors are published annually.
Supporting Member
Patron
Benefactor

S 25.00
S100.00
$250.00

The Marian Library
University of Dayton
Dayton, OH 45469-0001
Enclosed is my contribution of ____ to The Marian Library.
Model of Ultrainkm wooden cburcb, made by Wasyl' Il'cbysbyn, from
tbe Ukrainian Marian Art Exbibition, ]uru~ 17-24, 1988, University
of Dayton. Pap.rs delivered at tbe ]uru~ 17 program ''Kievan Cbristianity and Marltln Deuotion in tbe Eastern Cburcbes, "are being
publisbed.
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